
 

 

1 

 
 
 

  

����������  

May – July 2008 

Special Edition – HOORAY! – Bridget Crèche is open! 

 Mums for Mums is the only organisation that 
pulls out a destitute woman to self reliance 
Azemera Tesfai"– former beneficiary 
 
 
In July 2008 Bridget crèche finally opened its doors to 
the first children. These were the children of the 
destitute young women under going various skills 
training at Mums for Mums centre. 

 
      
The money for the crèche building was donated by Mr. 
and Mrs. Sue Woodsford of Cambridge, in memory of 
their youngest daughter, Bridget, who tragically died in 
a car accident in Japan back in 1995. 
 
Bridget's mother Sue says:   
 
"Bridget was a lively, happy girl- a born leader who 
studied English and History at Lancaster University and 
later taught English in Spain and Japan. She took an 
active interest in environmental and social issues and 
would have been delighted with the crèche." 
 
The crèche is a lovely, light circular building, thatched 
with straw and bamboo in the traditional Gojo style. It 
has lots of storage space for toys, child size tables and 
chairs and more importantly, plenty of floor space to 
play.   
 
 
 
 
 

A wide variety of toys specially brought from England 
by Chris Cook(Mrs) have been an immediate success. 
Together with these are chalk, skipping ropes, popguns 
and a doctors play set (not for real I hope!) donated by 
Comic Relief in 2004, as well as 100 hand knitted 
teddies  made by Anne Russell and friends in Sheffield. 
The rest of the toys and furniture came from Dr.Peter 
and Chris Cook (Mrs) in Tickhhill. 
 
Commensurate with the new activity in and around the 
crèche has been a noticeably quieter atmosphere in the 
skills-training classrooms, with the mothers freed up to 
concentrate on their lessons. 
 
Outside the crèche a swing, slide and see saw, donated 
by Tickhill Lions, have been erected, adding to the 
children's enjoyment, all under the caring and  watchful 
eye of Ms. Selam, the new worker for the Bridget 
crèche, herself a former beneficiary of Mums for Mums. 
 
Mums for Mums little children are now becoming quite 
adept at jigsaws, shape and colour sorting, building brick 
towers and racing the many toy cars and vehicles. 
Bubbles, chalk and boards, wax crayons, dolls and 
teddies remain firm favourites. 
 
The children love to come to work with their Mums and 
cry instead when it is time to go home! -A wonderful 
memorial to a young Bridget.  
 

         
 

Mums for Mums Stands 
"On the side of mum in need" 
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The new Bridget crèche teacher with a group of the children 
 

Mums Day – a visitor's perspective 
 
MfMs has been celebrating "Mums Day" for the last six 
years - neither Mothering Sunday or International 
Women’s Day, "Mums Day" is MfMs attempt to raise 
awareness about vulnerable mothers and women across 
Tigray. Robert and Anne Russell witnessed the 
celebrations: 
 
"On April 7th 2008 we were privileged to attend the 
celebration of Mums’ Day at Mums for Mum centre.  
The new meeting hall was used for the first time - 
although not yet complete, it made a splendid venue for 
the celebrations.  A large number of guests, out reach 
workers, supporters and Mums for Mums staff enjoyed 
the proceedings in a suitably carefree holiday 
atmosphere.  Most of the staff were dressed in 
traditional costumes, while many of the guests donned 
Mums for Mums T-shirts.  All wore yellow Mums for 
Mums cardboard visors." 
 

 
 

"Following a welcome speech by Tebereh W/Gabriel, 
the founder and Voluntary Executive Director of Mums 
for Mums, Ashenafi Asmalesh, the Planning and 
Program Manager, ceremonially lit a firework to mark 
the start of the celebrations.  This was followed by a 
short performance by a female choir in traditional dress.  
The audience all held lighted wax tapers, and those who 
could, joined in the singing.  The entertainment 
continued with some breathtaking acrobatics from a 
troupe of young circus performers."  
 
"The formal part of the day consisted of a number of 
speeches by guests, and although I could not understand 
the words, it was easy enough to pick up on the warmth 
of feeling towards Mums for Mums from the different 
sectors of society represented in the hall."   
 
"The valuable work of Mums for Mums in combatting 
the spread of HIV/AIDS was the subject of speeches by 
Ato Gebre Mekonnen from HIV/AIDS prevention and 
control office (HAPCO) and Ato Solomon from the Anti-
AIDS club.   
 
The role of Mums for Mums' founder and Voluntary 
Executive Director, Tebereh W/Gabriel, was held up as 
an example to other women. Considerable time abroad 
in different countries including a long period in 
England, Tebereh chose to return to Tigray to contribute 
her experience and energy to the development of the 
country.  Her disability does not inhibit her activity and 
she continues to make a huge difference to the lives of 
thousands of people in Tigray." 
 
"A man with HIV/AIDS spoke movingly about the 
support that is always available from Mums for Mums 
for him and others living with the virus."   
"Following lunch, MfMs staff, still decked in Mums for 
Mums T-shirts and paper visors, boarded a local truck, 
to take the cheerful and hopeful message to different 
parts of Mekelle. I experienced the impact of this 
energetic and noisy band of 'outreach workers' when I 
was passed later in the day by the lorry, bedecked with 
flags and a large crowd of cheering Mums for Mums 
people on board." 

 
 
"April 7th 2008 was certainly a special day for us, a day 
we will always remember.  As the work of Mums for 
Mums and its message of hope spreads ever wider, April 
7th in future years will continue to be a red-letter day for 
the organisation and for the people—especially the 
women—of  Mekelle and the whole of Tigray." 
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Mums for Mums offers a caring hand to 
local ‘street boys’ 
 
 
Robert Russell, who got to know some of the boys 
during his stay in Mekelle, tells their story: 
 
"Like many others, these boys had made their way from 
the villages and small towns of rural Tigray to Mekelle, 
where they lived on the street, earning a little money 
doing a variety of jobs.  Some were shoe-shine boys or 
car-washers, some sold packets of tissues or worked as 
attendants on the minibuses that are the main form of 
public transport in the town. One of the smallest boys in 
the group worked as a porter at the main bus-station, 
lugging heavy bags from the station to customers’ 
houses for a small sum." 
 
"In all cases it was a precarious existence To have any 
hope of a reasonable future, the boys needed regular 
food, skills training and general education. At this point 
Mums for Mums stepped in."  
 
"The boys have settled in to their new life, and most 
seem to be doing well.  Talks are underway with local 
schools to enroll the boys when the new term starts in 
October.  Meanwhile, through the generosity of A-CET, 
a small British charity concerned with African children's 
education, Mums for Mums has employed a teacher to 
come half-days, preparing the boys for the resumption of 
schooling, which in some cases was broken off years 
ago.  Even when the boys return to school, the skills 
training sessions will continue for a few months, until 
the courses have finished." 
 
"Like millions of young Ethiopians, most of the boys 
have a passionate interest in English football, and 
follow the fortunes of Manchester United, Chelsea and 
Arsenal.  Every day at Mums for Mums, I am welcomed 
with cries of ‘Manchy’ (the nickname coined for me as a 
Manchester United supporter), ‘Rooney’ and ‘Ronaldo’ 
 
"When you read through the sparse details of each boy’s 
personal history, you find a variety of backgrounds.  
Some are full orphans, others have lost their father and 
were harshly treated by a stepfather when mother re-
married.  Some have left home to make their own way 
because mother had too many younger children to 
support.  One or two of the boys only took to the streets 
recently, having completed their schooling up to eighth 
or ninth grade."  
 
"These, however, are the exception.For most of the boys, 
the street has been their home for years: one eleven-
year-old spent seven years on the street, selling packets 
of tissues to earn enough for basic food and, sometimes, 
a place in an overcrowded informal hostel.  "Each boy’s 
story deserves to be told." 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vistor's corener  
 
1st Impressions of Mums for Mums 
Chris Cook (Mrs.) 
 

 
 
I first came to Mums for Mums in March 2008, not really 
knowing what to expect. However, the friendliness of all 
the staff and the happy, relaxed atmosphere soon made 
me feel at home. 
 
A cactus cooking course was just starting when I arrived 
so I soon knew a lot more about how to cook and eat 
Beles/cactus 
. 
The meeting hall and kitchen were just being built as was 
Bridget's crèche. But the skill workshops were a hive of 
activity. 
 
Mums for Mums must have got under my skin because in 
July I retuned to find the meeting hall finished and the 
crèche ready to open its doors to the first children. I now 
have spent 10 happy days helping to start the crèche, 
introducing Mekelle children to bricks, cars, jigsaws etc. 
 
Mums for Mums is doing a wonderful job for the young, 
needy women of Mekelle and your happy smiling faces 
will stay with me. 
 
Keep up this wonderful work! 

�
News Roundup 
 
Mums for Mums programs come to Maychew 
 
June saw the inauguration of a new MfMs project 
operating in Maychew and Mekelle. This is MfMs first 
time in Maychew -  a significant local town in the Raya 
district, 120km south of Mekelle. Like MfMs existing 
work, the project aims to help a cross-section of the 
community combat the impact of HIV / AIDS and 
poverty – skills training for vulnerable women, door-to-
door counselling and education, home-based care for 
PLWHAs. 

�
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Food ready to be served 
 

 
St. Boys enjoing the food 

 
Anne and Robert Russell enjoying their food  

 

 
 
Care providers in training 
 
Following a start-up workshop carried out in Maychew 
on June 4th to brief government officials and other 
stakeholders, 21 new volunteers have received basic 
training as Home-Based Care providers; following the 
pattern in other towns, five mothers have received 
training and startup capital to provide a hot-meals 
service to PLWHAs living in Maychew. 
 

 
Community Home Based care providers ready to 
work 
 
An Easter fit for a king 
 
Knowing that the big holidays are a 'downer' when 
you're all alone, the staff of MfMs arranged an Easter 
Program for the street-children in their care. 
Preparations included - cooking a local lunch with soft 
drinks, plus an entertainments program – with the 
customary music and dancing, all  the boys had a great 
time – not just the meal and entertainments, but friends 
to be with and a welcome alternative to a day on the 
street.  
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Zufan's story. 
 
. "Zufan said her children would he better off in an 
orphanage and she herself would like to die." 
 
Not every beneficiary's story ends in unqualified success. As 
MfMs tries to keep up with its 'Mums', there are sadnesses 
and joys to tell, as the Mums they help cope with a variety of 
difficulties and pressures. Here is Zufan's story: 
 
"Zufan was married at 11 and has 4 boys. Her husband 
disappeared years ago and she doesn't know whether he is 
alive or dead. She has struggled to bring up her boys, finding 
food from rubbish dumps to feed them and can only afford 
the school uniforms for two of them." 
 
"Zufan first came to Mums for Mums for help in 2006, and 
was given a revolving loan of 300 birr, to make and sell 
injera (local bread). Now the price of teff (local grain) has 
risen so much that she can't afford to make it - instead she 
ekes out a living on the rubbish dumps looking for pieces of 
charcoal to sell. If she has a lucky day, she collects one box 
of charcoal, which she sells for 4 birr, or she works collecting 
rubble for road making." 
 
"Recently, in desperation, she came again to Mums for 
Mums asking for help. She couldn't pay her 150 birr monthly 
rent and was afraid they might make her homeless. Zufan 
said her children would he better off in an orphanage and she 
herself would like to die." 
 
"Mums for Mums has helped out again with a 500 birr 
revolving loan and blankets." 
 

 
 
Zufan and the boys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please help us to help 
others 

 

You can help Mums for Mums in different ways: 
 
�  You can send a one-off donation for our much-needed 

Day care centre. 
�  You can sponsor a young mother for skills training @ 

500 Birr per month for 9 months.  
�  You can sponsor a young mother with children @ 7200 

Birr for a year.   
�  You can sponsor a counsellor @ 300 Birr a month . 

The current rate of exchange means that: 
 
�  £1.00 = approximately 19 Birr  
�  Euro 1.00 = approximately 15 Birr 
�  $1.00  = approximately 9 Birr 

You can send your donations directly to the Mums 
for Mums Bank Account  

 
Swift Code CBETETAA 
Commercial Bank of Ethiopia, Mekelle Branch,  
Tigray, Ethiopia:   

       Mums for Mums, 
       Account number 3388 
 
For further information please contact us:  
 
C/o Tebereh W/Gabriel/ Ashenafi Asmelash 

Mums for Mums  
P.O. Box 1284, Mekelle, Tigray, Ethiopia 
Telephone: 251-344-41-02-63 
Fax:       251-344-40-17-53  
Email:       mumsformums@fastmail.fm 
 
Or look online at: www.mumsformums.com  
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